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Down the Road and Half a World 
Away 

 
Gosh, this is an old brick terrace 

 

Newington Green has been up and coming 
ever since I have been in North London. When 
I lived there a few years ago I was convinced 
that I was on the brink, but nothing much 
brinked, so I followed the yellow brick 73 up 
Albion Road to Emerald Stokey instead. A little 
digging, however, shows that Newington Green 
has been up and coming for a lot longer than 
ten years, in fact it was up and coming when 
Church Street wasnôt even a twinkle in Lord 
Abneyôs eye.  
     There are various fun bits that arenôt there 
anymore: Poets Road once housed one of the 
biggest Synagogues in London; in the Adath 
Israel synagogue on Alma Road were the 
founding fathers of the Jewish Community that 
moved to Stamford Hill in the ó50s (No space 
for a joke about the parting of the New 
RiveréNo? Good. ï ed.); the dissenting 
academy has been torn down; and the kebab 
shop where I got food poisoning once is gone 
too. So letôs concentrate on the fun bits hat 
are still there: the Unitarian Church; the oldest 
brick terrace in London; the China Mission; and 
the best Turkish fish restaurant west 
of the Bosphorus.  
     Unitarianism is based on two things: the 
significance of Jesus but the oneness of God, 
in that there is no Trinity, so Jesus is not God. 
Aside from this major theological issue their 

beliefs are reasonably consistent with other 
liberal Protestant movements ï  the Bible is 
good, selfish action is bad, other religions have 
value and science and reason are pathways 
towards not away from heaven. Most 
interesting about Newington Green Church 
maybe is its strong association with Rational 
Dissent, Mary Wollstonecraft perhaps being 
the most notable product. Although not all 
radicals, dissenters and non-conformists were 
Unitarian, and the Green was also home to 
Quakers, liberal Anglicans, and John Wesleyôs 
father Samuel, so it could also just    
about claim Methodism too. In 2008 the church 
made the news again, this time for refusing to 
carry out any weddings until same sex 
couples were granted the right to full legal 
marriage. 
     On the Western flank is the oldest surviving 
brick terrace in London (dated 1858). Iôm not 
sure why this is particularly interesting, except 
next time youôre there you can say: óGosh, this 
is an old brick terrace, does anyone fancy a 
Turkish pastry?ô  
     Next door is the China Mission, where 
Gladys Aylward once wasnôt quite despatched 
on her epic journey to China. More fool them; 
she knocked at their door, but was sent away 
on account of her poor education. The China 
Mission (now Overseas Missionary Fellowship 
International) claims 18,000 converts to 
Christianity, Gladys (now Ingrid Bergman) 
saved the lives of 94 orphans during the 
Japanese invasion in 1938, the Mission 
building (now student accommodation) claims 
a Grade II listing and several student 
architecture awards.  
     Alas there now isnôt room to talk about the 
wonders of Sariyer Balik in Green Lanes, so no 
chance of a free bowl of mussels in beer for 
me, but Iôm pretty sure Gladys and Mary 
wouldnôt have approved, so probably for the 
best. 

Stephen Bovey 
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Tamsin Heycock (1942 ï 2010) 

 
 
Wanting to spread the shocking news, I typed 
in ñTamsinò into my phone and got ñVampiò! 
Anyone less vampish than Tamsin I could not 
imagine but the story would have made her 
laugh. Tamsinôs lovely laugh and winning 
smile, even in the face of enormous adversity, 
is something I will always remember. 
     Like many long time members of St Maryôs 
congregation, we first met Tamsin through the 
girls, Tamsin and Philôs daughters Eleanor and 
Sarah. Sarah loved babies (and young men). 
She took a shine to our Daniel when he was 
born and still asks after him now! It is thanks to 
Tamsinôs love, commitment and faith that these 
two special people and their particular needs, 
including the development of Centre 404, have 
been so important in the life of St Maryôs. 
     Tamsin not only sought out services for the 
girls but with other parents fought for and 
created provision for the girls and their friends 
using every means at her disposal. A power 
house of energy, Tamsinôs cake and preserves 
sales and her garden parties were amazing 
and a regular feature of the calendar not to be 
missed. Dare you say no to Tamsin when she 
asked for help but of course you wouldnôt want 
to. 
     Every time I water one particularly lovely 
plant, which is a cutting from her beautiful 
garden, I will remember her. Forever 
concerned for the world not herself, Tamsinôs 
last request to me was to water her 
greenhouse. I and so many at St Maryôs will 
miss her more than we can express. Our lives 
were made rich by her presence and her 
legacy will live on in so many ways. Hopefully 
we will still see the girls from time to time and, 
of course, fundraising for Centre 404 in 
Tamsinôs memory must continue.  

Sarah Robson 

We first got to know Phil and Tamsin when we 
were invited to have dinner at the Rectory 
several years ago.   We then began to go to 
the various Centre 4O4  events ï the Barn 
Dances which were really good because 
anyone was able to get onto the dance floor ï 
the band was always very patient with 
everyone and ii was lovely to see the children 
responding to the music.   We went to the 
quizzes and the garden party sales, helping 
whenever we were asked, and always happy to 
buy her jams and marmalades.   Tamsin 
devoted so much of her life to her children and 
family and everyone got to know Eleanor and 
Sarah well.    I remember the occasions when 
both girls were confirmed.     Tamsin never 
complained about the hard times, but only 
seemed to us to share the good times.   After 
her other major illness she came back to us 
with the same strength and determination she 
has always shown when facing major 
problems.    Her faith was also a major factor in 
her life and I often sang with her in the altos at 
the Christmas Carol Service.     Tamsin will be 
sorely missed by all those who had contact 
with her and our sympathies go to Phil, Tom 
and the girls trying to come to terms with their 
loss. 

Jean and John Guest 
 
We have known Tamsin and the family ever 
since we started to come to St. Mary's around 
1978.  Our daughter and Tamsin's girls are 
about the same age.  Eleanor is a year older 
and Sarah a year younger so we went to 
Sunday School and Brownies  together and 
family birthday parties.  Lots of fun, as you can 
imagine.  
     Tamsin was a great inspiration to us all. 
She just seemed to carry on regardless 
whatever happened and things did happen!  
     Not sure where Tamsin got her energy 
from. She always managed to get everyone 
involved in baking for the cake stalls, bar staff 
for the Quiz Nights, raffle sellers for the Race 
Show evenings. 
     In spite of illness and huge responsibilities 
Tamsin was always there - helping someone - 
organising an event - forever fund raising, 
 together with Phil. A lovely and loving caring 
couple.  
     What a wonderful cook, we have had 
smashing nights at Hamilton Park West, even 
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when she asked us for a 'left over' meal it was 
a great spread.  And talking about spreads, 
what about the jam and marmalade!  
     Our thoughts and prayers are for Phil, Tom, 
Eleanor and Sarah and all the family and many 
many friends.   
     She is at rest now.  We loved her and will 
miss her. 

Betty and Jeff Manning.  
 
 

More Tea, PCC? 
from Matthew Johnston 

 
What would you do with £1m?  Why is 
Thomas such a popular disciple?  What 
would Isaiah do? 
The Parochial Church Council (PCC) has as its 
principle duty ñpromoting in the parish the 
whole mission of the church.ò  So how well do 
you know these important representatives and 
leaders of our community?  Here at the New 
Prospect, we caught up with some members of 
the PCC and asked them a few questions: 
 

1. How long have you been a member of 
St. Maryôs parish? 

2. How long have you been a member of 
the PCC? 

3. What has been your favourite St. Maryôs 
moment or experience? 

4. Who is your favourite disciple and why? 
5. What is your favourite biblical passage 

and why? 
6. What is your favourite liturgical season 

and why? 
7. How many miles away from St. Maryôs 

were you born? 
8. What is your favourite sports team? 
9. If St. Maryôs won Ã1m in the lottery, 

what would you spend it on and why? 
Hopefully youôll find their answers as 
interesting and thought provoking as we did! 
 
Rev. Jonathan Clark 

1. Nearly seven years 
2. écomes with the job 
3. All of them 
4. Thomas ï because he got 
there in the end. 
5, Revelation 21:1-7: the 
vision of all things made new 

in God. It keeps my vision focused above the 
immediate tasks. 
6. Advent ï because it remands me that 
waiting for Godôs kingdom, and working for it, is 
what itôs all about. 
7. Itôs 49 miles to Southend. 
8. Spurs!  Who else? 
9. Oh, please é the Old Church, natch. 
 
Rev. Martyn Hawkes 

1. Five years 
2. Same time 
3. Being the first one in or the 
last one out, especially when 
itôs dark ï a very rare 
experience indeed for me! 
4. Has to be St. John, surely! 

5. Markôs gospel: rich man ñJesus looked at 
him and loved himò - that always takes some 
doing, sums it all up really. 
6. Epiphany ï wedding of Cana, baptism of 
Christ, magi ï lots of interesting stories and a 
good party ï I've always thought it was the 
season for a St Maryôs wine tasting but no 
oneôs ever taken me up on it. 
7. About 60, I guess ï Cambridge 
8. Rugby ï not really ï but I follow England and 
Lions in internationals.  Cricket ï again ï not a 
county follower.  Football ï Reading 
9. Solar panelled roof, Biomass boiler and 
under floor heating and the Old church project. 
 
Rev. Lucy Ann Ashdown 

1. June 2008 (23 months) 
2. 23 months 
3. Singing the Exultet at the 
Dawn Eucharist on Easter 
Sunday. 
4. Mary Magdalene ï itôs a girl 
thing! 
5. Isaiah 40 

6. Advent ï expectation, waiting, hope, new life 
ï links in with life as a midwife 
7. Langley, Berks ï 26 miles 
8. Don't really ï more interested in athletics. 
9. Iôd put some towards a children / youth 
worker so that we could engage with this very 
large group in our parish in a more strategic 
and focused way. Iôd also spend some on the 
old church project because it needs the finance 
and it will enable us to engage with more 
diverse sections of our community, which is not 
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easy to do via other means, and it would 
prevent the old church becoming redundant. 
 
Dorothy Anderson 

1. Iôve been at St. Maryôs for 63 
years with two breaks. I started 
in the Sunday School when it 
was held in St. Maryôs School. 
2. During that time, Iôve been on 
the PCC several times doing 
various jobs. Iôve spent five 
years as the Hackney Deanery 
Synod Rep. 
3. My favourite moments are 
when I return to St. Maryôs after 

being away. ñComing Home.ò 
4. My favourite disciple is St. Peter because he 
tended to get things wrong. 
5. My favourite biblical passage is the 
Beatitudes. Itôs frequently read at school 
assemblies where I learnt to love it. 
6. My favourite liturgical season is Lent. I like 
the sombre, reflective atmosphere leading to 
Good Friday and Easter Day. The seasonôs 
echo that ï coming out of winter into spring. 
7. I live about four miles from where I was 
born. I was born in Stoke Newington. 
8. I donôt support any teams. 
9. If St. Maryôs won Ã1m on the Lottery, Iôd 
spend it all on the Old St. Maryôs Church 
Project to solve the teamôs problems, to reward 
them for all their hard work and to realize a 
vision. 
 
John Fletcher 

1. Since Easter 2004 
2. I think this is my third 
year. 
3. The first few times I 
came to the Sunday Sung 
Mass, partly nostalgia 
about intense early 

experiences from an RC childhood, but 
especially all that high quality participatory 
singing in uplifting the spirit, both the Mass 
setting and the treasure trove of Anglican 
hymns that were mostly new to me. 
4, St. John the Beloved Disciple ï because of 
his special closeness to Jesus. 
5. Too many to choose.  The Gethsemane 
passages in Mark, 14 and Matthew, 26 were 
especially important in getting me back to 
church after a nearly 40 year absence.  

Corinthians 1:13, St. Paul's great statement 
about the necessity of Love over all the other 
virtues and good works. 
6. Holy Week and the Dawn Vigil on Easter 
Sunday - the Passion, Death and Resurrection 
in an intense concentrated few days is what it's 
all about. 
7. Sydney, Australia ï 10,562 miles (16997 
km) according to Google! 
8. None. 
9. A million pounds was once an iconic sum 
meaning "untold wealth beyond one's wildest 
dreams".  Today it would only buy you a couple 
of medium size houses in Stoke Newington.  
So pragmatically with such a modest sum I 
would: 

a) Give some of it to our desperately poor 
twinned parish of the Epiphany, in Tete, 
Mozambique. 
b) Give quite a chunk of it towards restoring 
old St. Mary's (and that wouldn't be enough 
to do the whole job) 
c) Put some of it towards the salary of a 
youth worker or clergy person with training 
and experience working with young people. 

However, with "untold wealth beyond one's 
wildest dreams", I sometimes fantasize about 
endowing an 'East London Parishes Choir 
School' for young kids with musical talent in the 
Hackney Deanery, to be trained in the rich 
tradition of Church Music and to put it into 
circulation in the parishes they come from. As 
all the Cathedral, Public School and Oxbridge 
Choir schools have been colonized by the 
'Upper Middles'  (although originally intended 
for the children of poor people), we need the 
equivalent of a first class, well endowed King's 
College, or St Paul's or Westmister Abbey 
choir school for East London kids. 
So if there are any City billionaires out there 
feeling guilty and with quite a few million to 
spare . . . 
 
Trudi Graham 

1. A few months over 20 
years. 
2. Which time?  I first 
became a PCC member 
about 18 years ago, but 
have had a couple of 
breaks of tenure. 

3. My wedding day - 17 September 1994. 
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4. Peter - he has his heart (mostly) in the right 
place but still sometimes messes up.  He 
seems far more "human" than Paul. 
5. Don't really have a favourite. 
6. Following the Holy Week story from the 
Stations of the Cross, Tenebrae and Maundy 
Thursday through to the Easter dawn service ï 
it builds up the excitement and tells a rounded 
story.  Itôs also lovely to share the experience 
with Catherine, our 12 year old daughter. 
7. Born in Pembury, Kent.  No idea how many 
miles that is. 
8. None. 
9. A new roof - we will need to replace much of 
the roof in the next 5-10 years.  Although we 
don't know quite how bad it is yet, itôs going to 
be very costly indeed ï and might take a large 
part of such a balance. 
 
Jean Guest 
1. I have lived in Stoke Newington, in fact on 
the same road, all my life.   I first went to St. 
Marys when I went to St. Maryôs School and 
then Sunday School and Senior Service and I 
was confirmed when I was fifteen in the small 
church.  When I got married I stopped going to 
church but was persuaded to return by a friend 
and have been attending St. Maryôs ever since. 
2. I became a member of the PCC about 25 
years ago and have been PCC secretary for a 
number of years now and convene the Social 
Committee.  I enjoy being part of the structure 
of St. Marys and getting involved in all aspects 
of its life. 
3. One of my favourite St. Maryôs moments 
was the monthôs celebrations for the 150th 
Anniversary of the church building ï we had 
the visitors from Tete, we had a lunch where 
we met up with past and present members of 
St. Marys, and many other events. 
4. My favourite disciple is Peter, who although 
denying Christ went on to become the rock of 
the early Christian Church. 
6. My favourite liturgical season is Advent 
when the weeks leading up to Christmas are 
always a kind of renewal of my Faith. 
8. I support the Arsenal football team and 
Middlesex cricket team. 
9. A lottery win would ease St. Maryôs financial 
situation and we could then have a new roof 
and finish the Old Church project. 
 

ñSt. Maryôs has for a long time, been a large 
part of my familyôs life.  It has provided me with 
many friends, a mixed community and meant a 
sense of security to me.ò 
 
Michael Johnson 

1. 30 years. 
2. On and off for many years. 
3. Parish retreats. 
4. Peter, for his impetuousness 
and enthusiasm. 
5. How to choose? Road to 
Emmaus: the turning around of 
discouragement and the 

excitement of experiencing the presence of the 
risen Christ. 
6. Holy week and Easter which focus on the 
essentials of the Christian message. 
7. About 30 miles. Gravesend, Kent. 
8. Two football teams: Arsenal, and whoever is 
playing Chelsea. 
9. A new ceiling - much needed to further 
beautify the church - solar panels on the roof to 
help save energy and under floor heating for 
some more effective heating in the cold time of 
year. 
 
Tim Johnson 

1. Since I moved to Stoke 
Newington in 1990. 
2. Just over a year. 
3. Our firstborn's christening in 
2001. 
4. St James the Great - patron 

saint of Spain, one of my favourite 
destinations. 
5. ñTu es Petris et super hanc petram 
aedificabo mea ecclesiaméò - it was the 
gospel reading (in English!) at our wedding, but 
I rather like the lyricism of the Latin and John 1 
because it means Christmas has come. 
6. Advent - great music and anticipation. 
7. 195 miles (Roborough, Plymouth) on the 
edge of Dartmoor. 
8. Arsenal and Plymouth Argyle (soccer) and 
Somerset (cricket). 
9. The Old Church (including a Stoke 
Newington museum and cultural centre) - it's a 
fabulous Christian historical and social site. 
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Clare Lissaman 
1. About six years. 
2. Two years. 
3. This is an impossible 
question.  On a regular basis it 
is the moments when everyone 
is going up to the altar for 
communion when I get really 
moved by the sheer sense of 

community.  Then there's the organised chaos 
and general yumminess of the pot-luck 
lunches, the sense of connection with fellow 
worshippers across time and space I get from 
Evensong in the Old Church, hearing Susie - 
our previous curate - with her spectacular voice 
sing the Exultate at dawn at Easter, Tamsin's 
marmalade sales, Alan the St John's lay 
reader's startling sermon referring to Don 
Cupitt as a great prophet which led to one of 
the most animated post service discussions of 
the sermon I've ever been part of, putting 
together the Millennium Development Goals 
prayer stations around the church...... 
4. Thomas ï because I too doubt 
5. Pretty much all the social justice ones of 
which there are many.  Social justice is so 
integral to the bible stories and what we are 
called to be and to do.  If I had to pick one, it 
would have to be Isaiah 61:1 and its 
counterpart. 
6. This is much easier - definitely Lent.  There's 
something about the giving up and the 
stripping back that really works for me.  It's a 
time more than any other when I do manage to 
take time to reflect on God and my own 
spirituality.  There's something important about 
it being a communal activity, through the 
fasting season of Lent, rather than just an 
individual exercise. 
7. 80 miles ï Canterbury, Kent. 
8. I love rugby but only watch international 
games where I support England.  Football: well 
I live deep in Arsenal territory so have sort of 
adopted them though am far from being a 
footie fan.  Cricket: hmméI like seeing village 
green cricket when I'm out and about in the 
summer but am still trying to work out the rules. 
9. Practical things: sorting out the roof, sorting 
out the old church.  Iôd send a large dollop to 
our partner church in Tete.  Sadly there 
probably wouldn't be any left after that but if 
there was then I think a party might be called 

for - one to which all those living in the parish 
were invited! 
 
Melissa Martin 

1. Twelve years 
2. One year. 
3. The end of Robert Easton's 
farewell Mass where Harry the 
Dirty Dog ran up the aisle.  Also, 
my confirmation! 
4. Peter- he got it spectacularly 

wrong on key occasions, but is still the rock on 
which the Church is founded. 
5. John 20:11-19 ï despair turns to joy, and the 
first person to see and recognise the risen 
Christ is Mary Magdalene, not someone who 
would have been the most highly regarded by 
society. 
6. I love the Easter Vigil and first Mass ï 
starting out in the darkness and seeing the light 
brought back into the Church after the 
starkness of Lent and Holy Week. 
7. About 300 miles ï Waterford, Eire 
8. Arsenal (sorry, Jonathan!) 
9. £1m should get us the full set of Stations of 
the Cross, one of which is in the Epiphany 
Chapel. Oh, and it would go some way to 
restoring and developing the Old Churché 
 
Sarah Robson 

1. I have been a member of 
St. Maryôs for 30 years ï both 
our children were baptised at 
St Maryôs. 
2. While I have done many 
jobs in the parish community, 
this is the first time I have 

been elected to the PCC. 
3. The 150th Anniversary celebrations which 
involved so many people and activities, 
reflecting the diverse and lively community that 
is St Maryôs. I will always cherish the memories 
of our visit from Tete and Julioôs amazing voice 
filling our church at the Sung Eucharist. 
4. Thomas ï it is easy to identify with his 
human persona and his reluctance to trust. 
5. Isaiah 61:1 and Luke 4:18 ï ñthe spirit of the 
Lord has been given to me, for he has anointed 
me, he has sent me to bring good news to the 
poor, to proclaim liberty to captives, and to the 
blind new sight, to set the downtrodden free, to 
proclaim the Lordôs year of favour.ò  For me the 
call to social action is central to the Christian 
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faith and to my understanding of Christôs 
message for us. I have been fortunate to see 
this message in action through the work of 
Christian Aid where I was employed for 10 
years. 
6. Advent ï for two reasons: calm in a frantic 
commercial season and the Advent message 
of HOPE.  Without hope we would all be so 
much the poorer.  I am constantly humbled and 
inspired by the extreme circumstances in which 
the spirit of hope can thrive. 
7. Approximately 120 miles ï I was born in 
Lincoln hospital but I come from a small 
Lincolnshire village, a few miles south of there, 
on the edge of the Fens. 
8. Tennis is really more my thing. I have 
enjoyed the Wimbledon queue for many years! 
9. In my mind there is no question that the old 
church project SMART ï St Maryôs Arts Centre 
for the Community ï should be the lucky 
recipient.  With this money our much loved little 
church could have a sustainable future as a 
flexible, vibrant and accessible building at the 
heart of Stoke Newington. 
    ñI welcome the opportunity to be a member 
of the PCC and to engage with some of the 
many challenges that the parish faces. I hope 
that you will want to get involved too.ò 
 
Val Sharman 
1. Iôve been a member of St. Maryôs for 23 
years. 
2. Iôve been a member of the PCC for two 
years. 
3. My confirmation in June 1989 along with 
some great members of St Mary's none of 
whom are still in the parish. 
4. No particular favourite disciple. I prefer the 
idea of a group which all bring their individual 
strengths together. 
5. Matthew 7: 7-11 ï a reminder that we have 
to ask if we are to receive. 
6. Advent - the countdown to Christmas still 
holds the childish delight of anticipation. 
7. I was born in Newcastle Upon Tyne - 280 
miles away. 
8. The Toon ï obviously. 
9. The renovation of the Old Church to realise 
the ideas and efforts of the committee who put 
so much work into creating a viable future for 
the building. 
  
 

Judith Simpson 
1. Since 1984 
2. Since 1985, with a couple of one-year gaps. 
3. The Maundy Thursday vigil. 
4. James the Great ï because I am fascinated 
by the idea of the pilgrimage to Santiago. 
5. Journey to Emmaus ï because it's such a 
great story.   
6. Advent ï because it really seems like a 
season and I like Isaiah 
7. About 20 miles ï Carshalton, in Surrey.  
Although from the time I was 3 my parents 
lived between Reading and Oxford in the 
Thames Valley. 
8. Football - Arsenal, Cricket - Essex. 
9. Getting in someone to help with the youth 
work because that needs professional help and 
it is a big gap in what we offer. 
 
Ann Taylor 

1. Between 5 and 6 years - 
can't quite remember! 
2. Just joined 
3. My daughter Evie's baptism 
and first communion services. 
4. The Apostle Paul. Because 
his remarkable conversion and 
subsequent ministry is 
comforting proof that God 

loves, and is ready to work with us all, no 
matter how badly we have behaved. 
5. 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 ï because for me it 
sums up the very core of Christianity and 
because I find the "love is patient and kind" bit 
very useful to repeat to myself when I get 
irritated or impatient about something! 
6. Christmas ï carols, candles, and sparkly 
lights aside, I love the fact that it brings so 
many more people into the church. 
7. I can't exactly tell you as I was born in a 
remote African bush station but according to 
Google it's 4,869 miles from London to Lusaka, 
the capital of Zambia, where I spent most of 
my childhood! 
8. It would be Arsenal, except I have rather a 
love / hate relationship with them after years of 
suffering parking nightmares on match days. 
9. On a cafe, open daily, as part of the church.  
My parents are involved in a similar venture in 
Shropshire which has been very successful in 
getting the church and community to integrate 
more. 
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Junie Isaacs 
1. 36 years 
2. 8 years 
3. Being an acolyte at Sunday services 
4. St. Paul ï because of his preaching and 
writings (especially Corinthians) 
5. I Corinthians 13 ï it speaks of love and I get 
hooked on that. 
6. I have two favourite seasons: Easter and 
harvest time.  I like Easter because of the 
preparation required and the build up to the 
crucifixion and resurrection of Christ.  I like 
harvest time because of the fruits, vegetables 
and the decoration of the church. 
7. Antigua ï miles away! 
8. Arsenal 
9. With Ã1m Iôd rebuild and modernise the 
interior of the old church.  Iôd have the pews 
removed and replaced.  Also, Iôd clean up the 
church grounds and increase the variety of 
plants in the front. 
 
Thank you to all those members of the PCC 
who took the time to answer these questions. 
Unfortunately, we werenôt able to contact all 
members of the Council for this article.  
Hopefully, you now have one or two more 
topics to discuss with a member of the PCC 
over coffee next Sunday.  Perhaps you have 
some ideas about the old church project, a 
shared favourite season or a mutual affection 
for the Gunners! 
 
 

Who, what, where, when, why? 

 
We thought it might be time to do another in 
our occasional series of articles about the 
questions you always wanted to ask but were 
afraid to because you thought everyone else 
already knew the answers. This month, why a 

dog collar? (And other aspects of clerical 
dress.) 
     This isnôt about vestments, the clothes that 
a priest wears when officiating at the Eucharist. 
It is about what is called óclerical dressô, the 
dress that many ordained ministers wear when 
going about their daily business. And the most 
familiar of all those is the ódog collarô, or 
stiffened white tab-less collar traditionally worn 
with a clerical shirt.  
     I say that this is the ómost familiarô of all, but 
the dog collar is a surprisingly modern 
invention. If you look at pictures of clergy up to 
the early nineteenth century, you will find that 
they donôt wear anything of the sort. They may 
well be dressed in black, with white trimmings, 
but the white neck dress will be a version of 
that worn by the laity of that time. So pictures 
of William Laud, the early seventeenth century 
Archbishop of Canterbury, show him wearing a 
lace ruff under his cassock and episcopal 
garments (traditionally called a rochet and 
chimere and representing these days nothing 
so much as a nightdress and sleeveless 
dressing gown. Bishops still wear them when 
sitting in the House of Lords). Pictures of 
eighteenth century clergy might show them 
wearing a black academic gown over a 
cassock, with white óGeneva bandsô, such as 
lawyers still wear, at the neck. And the fact that 
academic, clerical and legal dress was, at that 
time, very similar (and still has many 
resemblances) is not coincidental. Many 
Anglican clergy were graduates of Oxford or 
Cambridge and all members of the universities 
had to be Anglicans. When originally the 
church provided the only form of organised 
education, many lawyers would also have been 
ordained. The distinguishing feature of dress of 
all of them, from the sixteenth century 
onwards, was that they wore ólong gownsô as 
opposed to the breeches (later trousers) and 
short coats of others. 
     The clue is that clerical (and academic and 
legal) dress tended to change very slowly and 
to get stuck with the fashions of several 
centuries earlier, slightly adapted. So our 
modern vestments are descended from the 
dress of high-ranking Roman officials. Clergy 
wear continue to cassocks because in the 
fifteenth century everyone wore long gowns 
(and they must have been terribly useful in 
keeping out the draughts), although the use of 
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cassocks was ordained for ministers as far 
back as the sixth century, at a time when 
traditional day dress for laity was adopting a 
shorter form of coat. 
     So where did the dog collar come from? 
The origins are disputed, but the most 
universally accepted answer seems to be that 
it was developed by a Church of Scotland 
minister in the mid nineteenth century. As I 
said, clergy traditionally wore white neckwear 
of some description, as did the laity. Gradually 
during the nineteenth century, the traditional 
soft tie (rather like a cravat ï think Mr Darcy) 
was replaced by a stiff collar and a separate 
tie. The collar was detachable (so that it could 
be washed separately from the shirt and 
probably changed more often) and starched. 
But if you think about it, you will realise that 
wearing a stiff collar (particularly a wing collar) 
and tie under a cassock would be both 
uncomfortable and look rather odd. And so 
they sought ways of adapting the new fashion 
to fit in with the old fashions which were still 
imposed on them by canon law. (The cassock 
is a prescribed garment, the dog collar isnôt.) 
     The Reverend Dr Donald McLeod of the 
Church of Scotland is officially credited by the 
Church of England with having invented the 
familiar dog collar. The history is not over yet, 
though. Originally in the Church of England, 
despite these origins, wearing a dog collar was 
taken to be sign that a person was of the High 
Church party. In time, though, it became worn 
almost universally. But it still comes, or came, 
in two styles. The first, and original, was the 
one where the collar was white all round ï it 
really was like a detachable collar worn 
backwards, and was attached to the shirt by 
collar studs. Many photographs of nineteenth 
century clergy show these. If you ever go into 
the vestry of the Old Church and look at the 
ñroguesô galleryò of previous rectors, you will 
see several examples. But if clerical dress was 
slow to adapt to new fashions, it did not 
completely fail to do so. Stiff detachable collars 
went out of fashion (although my father still 
wore them in the 1950s, I believe ï they used 
to come back separately from the laundry in a 
brown paper bag). And many clergy adopted 
instead a design in which a strip of plastic is 
inserted into a band around the collar of a 
black shirt, so that a couple of inches or so of 

white can be seen. Much more comfortable, 
but still distinctive. 
     It used to be said that you could tell an 
Anglican vicarôs churchmanship by the design 
and height of his collar. I canôt now remember, 
nor can I find out, what the clues were. I think it 
was that the wider the collar, the lower the 
churchmanship, but it might equally be the 
other way round. In any case, most Anglican 
clergy now wear the version where the small 
piece of white plastic is slipped inside the 
collar. But although this is called a Roman 
collar, not all Roman Catholic clergy wear it ï 
some still wear the all round version. What will 
distinguish churchmanship these days is 
whether the shirt is black or some other colour. 
     What about other distinctive clerical dress? 
Some of you may remember a television 
comedy programme from the late 1960s called 
All Gas and Gaiters. (It was about a bishop, his 
rather gormless chaplain, an archdeacon and 
an interfering dean.) The point of introducing it 
into this article is the title ï why gaiters? 
Gaiters were part of the traditional dress of the 
bishop, which he wore with an óapronô. 
Although this conjures up the most bizarre 
picture, the dress was in fact, when it was first 
laid down, entirely practical. The gaiters were 
worn with knee breeches, and the óapronô was 
a shortened form of the cassock. And the 
reason why the bishop wore this dress was 
that he was expected to spend a lot of time 
travelling around his diocese, visiting his 
clergy, and he did so on horseback. But like 
other clerical dress, the style got stuck and 
even when bishops graduated to motor cars, 
they still wore this attire. William Temple, for 
example, the Archbishop of Canterbury, was 
photographed with Winston Churchill in 1942 
wearing the full outfit.  
     And bishopsô gaiters and aprons brings me 
on to the last item Iôm going to discuss ï the 
Bishopôs mitre. (This is by request of your 
editor.) Why should a bishop, alone among 
men, be allowed ï indeed required ï to wear a 
hat in church? And why does he keep taking it 
on and off? 
     The word ómitreô merely means a 
headdress, and derives from a Greek word. 
But despite this Greek name, it is generally 
thought that it became part of distinctive 
Episcopal dress only in the tenth or eleventh 
centuries. The modern design takes the form of 
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two triangular pieces of stiffened cloth, joined 
at the sides but open at the top, with two bands 
of material hanging down the back. However, 
the original form of the mitre was quite 
different, consisting of a round soft cap. 
Gradually over time, it was stiffened and 
stylised, what had been a crease in the top 
eventually became the completely open shape 
we have now and it was turned through 90 
degrees so that the high points were at the 
back and front rather than at the sides. 
     Some sources say that the shape of the 
mitre is meant to resemble the ótongues of fireô 
of Pentecost. This is not the case. When a 
Bishop is invested with his mitre after his 
consecration, it is described as the óhelmet of 
salvationô and the two óhornsô are those of the 
Old and the New Testaments. These are also 
supposed to be a reference to the óhornsô of 
Moses (itself probably a mistranslation!) The 
idea that the pointed shape represented horns 
would, of course, have made much more 
sense when they were at the side rather than 
the front and back. 
     It has been suggested that one of the 
reasons why bishops continued to wear 
distinctive headgear even in a liturgical setting 
was so that they could be seen by the crowd. 
     And why do they keep taking it on and off? 
If you look carefully, you will see that the 
Bishop takes his mitre off when he is praying. 
Although he is allowed to wear a hat in church, 
it is never worn when the Bishop is directly 
addressing God.  
 

Judith Simpson 

 
 
 
 

 
Confirmations by the Dean of St Paulôs on 

Sunday 9th May 
 
Evonne Galloway, Sarah Warren and Abigail 
Howe of St Maryôs, and Christine Sweeney of 
St Johnôs. 
Congratulations and welcome to you all. 

 

 
 

Win this Super Prize! 

 
Holy Toast! 
As I was gazing the other day, half- awake, at 
my breakfast slice with ginger marmalade I 
was struck by the resemblance of the image 
before me to Elvis! I looked again but, yes, it 
was still there and I could not help feeling a 
little pride that after all these long years since 
his demise, here he was, hiding in MY toast! 
This bears an analogy with The Turin Shroud, 
where some say that the image of Jesus has 
an uncanny verisimilitude to Ozzy Osbourne 
but I do not see it myself! 
     However, if you need to be uplifted each 
morning by Our Lady, needing to be reminded 
exactly what she really looked like, then the 
Holy Spirit can guide you by offering you the 
chance to recreate her likeness with this 
remarkable 18 carat plastic bread stamper. 
     Press her image into your Hovis or your 
white sliced, and voila! Up she pops from the 
toaster and é.well, I like it when you spread 
lots of butter so that it melts down inside the 
grooves, oh, and also when you get the 
marmiteééé.sorry, rambling again! 
     Enter our monthly Cap Comp and win a real 
gem! Everyone should have one of these, a 
real collectorôs piece! Hours of frivolity at the 
breakfast tableé.. 

Mark Perrett 
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May Caption Competition 

 
    Here is the picture to remind you.  Our 
adjudicator had a difficult task, but eventually 
chose no.1 as the overall winner.  Thank you 
all for taking part. 
 
The toddlers were surprisingly tough 
opponents - or perhaps unsurprisingly.  

Once the social committee got involved, there 
was only ever going to be one winner 
  
The latest episode of Dr Who was coming 
along nicely 
  
They were determined to get the elephant out 
of the room 

The Social Committee's plan to get more 
volunteers to join was proving rather 
controversial! 
  
"My girdle's killing me and thatôs the last time I 
wear stilettos for the pilgrimage outing" 
muttered Hilda under her breath.  
 
Despite the money in the anti-beard 
tin, Andrewôs beard removal proved a hard 
effort. 
 
"It was all very well encouraging from the 
sidelines, Mabel thought, but it would be a lot 
better if he joined in. After all, he was wearing 
a dress." 

The newly elected members of Synod were 
determined to drag the C of E into the 21st 
century. 
 
Some young people have to be dragged out of 
bed on a Sunday morning. 
 
They were all far too young to have recognised 
the Mekon hiding in the crowd. 
 

June Competition 

 
You have until June 20th to get your captions 
in ï so do what Mark said and get entering!  

 
 
 
 

The social committee 
met the other week 
and changed its mind 
about the picnic in 
Greenwich.   We will 
now have a Bring and 
Share picnic in the 
Rectory Garden on 
Sunday 4th July after 
the 11 am service.   By 
having it ñat homeò we 

felt it might encourage more people to come 
with their families and friends without too much 
travelling time. 
                                                         Jean Guest 

 
 


